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Enrico Lombardi has always painted fantastic landscapes while maintaining a 
strong symbolic connection with reality. He creates strongly evocative 
paintings with dreamlike implications, which seem to delve into the deep 
memory of our visual imagery. They are first of all mysterious and complex 
visual paradoxes built around mysterious and complex compositional 
scaffolding that at times touch abstraction. Rich of historical references to 
classical painting, especially the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries and sacred 
iconography, they are often furrowed by shadows that unravel on the canvas 
in incongruent or paradoxical ways; as if to mix "inside" and "outside" in an 
inextricable visual maze in which it is difficult to recognize the beginning and 
the end. At their base an expanse of water which seems to refer to the idea of 
a "universal judgment" that transcends time and history to become a pure 
metaphor for the spirituality of existence. Inside them, under the complex 
compositional scaffolding, they hide the visual memory of the places that the 
artist has seen and in which he lives (the landscape of his homeland, 
Romagna), but also to the art he loves and from which it evolved: the 
geometry of fourteenth and fifteenth century paintings and Gothicism with 
its gold backgrounds and of its votive images. Their presence seems at times 
to suggest the existence of an otherworldly, dreamlike, fantastic, ideal place 
that is hidden behind the grid of reality. 
 
 
Enrico Lombardi was born in Meldola, in the province of Forlì, in 1958 where 
he still lives. For over forty years he has been exhibiting continually in Italy and 
abroad. He has participated in numerous group exhibitions throughout 
Europe and in 2007 he was invited by Vittorio Sgarbi to participate in the 
"Italian Art 1968/2007" exhibition at the Palazzo Reale; in 2011 he was invited to 
the third edition of the "Maretti Prize" at the Pecci Museum in Prato and at 
the 54th Venice Biennial. In 2014 he was invited by Marco Goldin to the 
exhibition "Attorno a Vermeer" in Bologna, Palazzo Fava. In 2018 he set up a 
personal exhibition "Acheropita" at the Museo Civico delle Cappuccine in 
Bagnacavallo (Ravenna). His work is on display at the museums of 
Conegliano, Ravenna, Forlì, Rimini, Bagnacavallo and the Davis Museum in 
Barcelona. 
 


